- Sy

NIGHT QPERAT IONS -

‘(Reinforced Infantry Battalion)

| LIBRARY ™
US ARMY ARMOR SCHOOL
© FORT KNOX, KENTUCKY 40121




March 3, 1948

’

MILITARY MONOGRAPH
TITLE: Night éperations

SCOPE: ' : _ :
: 1. To bring out the detailed planning and coordination
necessary to accomplish a night operation,
2. The importance of a thorough reconnaissance to:

a. Gain accurate and precise information of the location,
strength, dispositions and habits of the enermy.

b.. Verify the nature of the terrain to be traversed.

Locate the exact position and effectiveness of natural
and artificial obstacles. '

Prepared by&@%_z_#_&d,%
. - (Nane :

S bl Suf

(Rank) ' ]’




NIGHT OPERATICNS

i

Night operations have beén_emplbyed(by military-leaders for centuries,
put they have never been used as frequently as daylight operations. In the
past, maximum use of concealmeﬁt of darkness have beén made to shift
‘reserves, relieve units in contact, and for genefal reorga@ization. However,
the advantages of night operations over the same operatiohs conducted during
daylight have not been fully utilized.

Detailed pianning, daring, and the:unorthodox are the keynotes of a

successful night opération. These were exemplified by General Washington

at Trenton on the night of 24-25 December 1776:

iGeneral Washington, with 2,400 men, crossed the Delaware at
night to deliver a surprise attack on the roistering Germans under
command:of Colonel Rahl occupying Trenton. The crossing and sub-
sequent attack was successful in that 4O enemy were killed, roughly
1,000 prisoners taken, and the American loss was two killed and
three wounded., This was a master stroke, and like mos{ great mili-
. tary coups, it was economical of lives .and material.” 1

~ Also by Napoleon at Wagram in 1809:

"Under the cover of 150 heavy guns, Napoleon forced a crossing of
the Danube during darkness. At nine in the evening of July 4, 1809,
the artillery opened on Aspern and Ersling, and 2,500 grenadiers landed
opposite Enzersdorf and stormed that village. A tempest was raging.
The bridges were laid; and by nine in the morning, three corps were in
line on a 6,000-yard front facing northeast. The Austrian Army was
hastily formed on a new front., Napoleon's second crossing of the
Danube challenges comparison with all passages of rivers in the face of
a powerful enemy," 2

The lack of detailed planning and information of the enemy's organi-
zation and dispositions will invariably result in failure. An excellent

‘example of this is the attack made by General Longstreet on General Hooker

1. Shaw and Vistal, 175 Battles, p. 9.

20 Ibid’ 'po 1370
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at Wauhatchie, Tennessee during the Civil War:

"On the night of the 28-29 October 1863, Longstreet made a night
attack on Hooker at Wauhatchie which was easily repulsed. The Federals

- were assisted by their mules which took frléht and stampedeq toward

the enemy, who in their turn broke and fled, imagining that a cavalry
charge was upon them., By L A, on the 29th the battle was over, and

the 'Cracker Line' was never again disturbed," 3

Prior to the birth of the -infantry-tank team, the use of stealth in

night operations, especially in the night attack, was stréssed; With the

addition of speed,‘fire power, armor protection, and shock action of the

tank, stealth gave way to aggressiveness. This loss of secrecy justifies

firing an artillery preparation prior to the attack at night. Since the use

of tanks to support infantry in a night operation is somewhat dependent upon

the hature of the terrain to be traversed, the use of stealth must still be.

depended upon in certain situations. A great majority of night operations

conducted by units in the Pacific Theatre were characterized by secrecy and

stealth., This was pafticularly true prior to the Philippines;Campaign;

"Operations in the Philippines have presented a more normal picture
as concelved by training doctrine, resulting in a marked increase in
our employment of troops at night. This transition to offensive night
activity can be attributed to the following factors:

1. Opeh terrain, not densely wooded, affording a relatively good
road net and our first opportunity for long range observation.

2. Dry weather, wﬁich has greatly enhanced mobility of troops
and vehicles,

3. Ixistence of better maps and improved aerial photobraphy, due.
mainly to the lack of heavy jungle growth.

L. Availability of excellent guerrilla nuldes.

5 Confidence and combat experience of our troops.

3.

J. F. C. Fuller, Decisive Battles of Lhe UsS.h., p. 276-277.
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6, Occasional inadequate preparatlon by the eneny for defense
against night attack. (Inaccurate and uncoordinated- fire, loss of
control, poor communications and insufficient security) "

It is my belief that the fpllow1ng statement ‘made by a platoon sergeant -
during the Philippines Campaign reflected the thoughts of the majorit& of
combat troops who participated in the island-hopping campaign of the South-
west Pacific Area: | - |

"The 33rd Infantry Division had Bagulo as its final objective," -
sald a platoon sergeant from the 123rd Infantry Regiment. "Late in
February 1945, we captured a Japanese document which stated that
American troops were daylight fighters, and that we invariably -stopped
our tactical activities and dug-in each night before darkness., In
some ways this was true, for we always did have a reluctance for night
movement in the jungle, but the Japanese didn't figure that the main
reason we sat tight was because we could catch more of them that way. .
Up here in Luzon the terrain and situation were dlfferent. A1l we
needed was a good set-up." >

An excellent example of how an infantry battalion (reinforced) made use

of the "set-up" was.demonstrated by a battalion of the 130th Infahtrvaeg—

iment, during the night of 18-19 March, 1945. During the night the lst

Battalion, 130th Infantry Regiment (reinforcéd), waé‘ﬁotorizéd and moved

\
- under concealment of darkness nine miles to capture the town of Bauang and

the tactically important Bauang bridges to the south. The operation consist-

‘ed of a motor march to within 4,000 yards of the objective, a lightly defended

river crossing, and an attack of an enemy-held town and the high ground to

the northeast and east overlooking the town and bridges. The two 500-foot

L. Pacific Warfare Board Report, "Wight Operations Against the Japanese“,
#D-69, 21 Sept. 5. |
5. Sixth Army, Combat Notes (Restricted), "™Night Objective', Vol. 10,

Final Edition, p. 60.




steél and concrete bridges were fbund prepared for demolition with pierie
acid and explosive similar to composition "C". Two 200-pound aerial bombs
were also found wired to the north bridge. ' |
During the period wheh the Sixth Army'was attacking south, east, and
north out of the Central Luzon Plain, I Corps had as part of its mission the
capture of the Cagayen’Valley and thé_approaches theréto. The 33rd Infaﬁtry
Division ﬁith its left én thé Lingayen Gulf coast, and its right on the Agno
River, had as its mission thé ﬁapture-of Baguio. , | | ‘
Intelligence reports stated that the enemy was evacuating San Fernando
éi‘ (north), moving south along the coastal highway to Bauang, thgn éast to
Baguio. ' The ls£ Battalién‘, 130th Infantry Regiment (then at Aringay) was
ordered to capture Bauang, Seize the two bridges to‘the south (intact), and
| the high ground to the northeast and east overiooking the town; thereby
. blocking the 6nly escape route then open to thé enemy‘for his evacugtion of
San Ferngpdo and éicinity. | _
The b;ttalion commander was given ample time in which to plan the oper-
ation. Supporting units wepé immediately made available., 'These were:
.’\ Cannon Compaﬁy, 130th Infantry Regimenﬁ |
| One platoon, 33rdvInfantry:Division, Reconnaissance,Troop 
One platoon, Company A, 775th Tank Battalion (attached)
1st blatoon, Company C, 108th Engineer Battalion (combatj(attached);
RECONNAISSANCE | '
The battalion commander ordered a reconnaissance party consisting of
the battalion S-2 and a guerrilla guide to reconnoiter the battalion assembly

area and the crossing site (selected from an aerial photograph), to locate
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-enemg'positions_guardinglthe b?idges, iooate\any Seourity.elements the enemy
may have south of the river, and determine, if possible, the time of ebb-tide
(seizing the bridges- intact necessitaped having elemenﬁs of the battelion -
cross the river by fording.in‘order to\re&ch.aesaulting positione),'since

this time Would be an importanﬁ factor in determiniog the time oﬁ a@tack¢

To accomplish this, i£ was necessary for ‘the reconnaissance party to remain

in the vicinity of the bridge on the south side of thelriver fOrutwo nights

and one day. During this time they were Torced to move'ﬁfeq@ently to avoid

“being disoovered by enemy*patrols.' Also, it was discovered that during the
flrst nlaht there was very- 11ttle act1v1ty in the town; but during the second
night there was con51derable activity in the town, and between 2AOO hours and

OhOO hours an estimated BOO—AOO troops entered the town from the north., This

corroborated information recelved from a local inrabivant Wio-
every other night there ‘were "many soldiere in town.“ Forpher_ground recon—
nalssance was forbidden. However, anAaerial'reconnaissance wes‘made by the
battailon commander, heavy weapons company coemander, and the three rlfle
company commanders, The aerial reconnalssance proved to be very helpful,
especially for the rlfle company commanders, who were a531gned sectors of
the town to clear, and portlons of the high ground beyond the town, as thelr
objectives. . |
‘ - PLAN OF ATTACK

Upon completion of the reconqaiesance it was found that very;few ehanges

of the tentative plen,(@gde from a map and aerial photograph study) were neces—

58Ty . The most important change was to set up the date from the 19th to-the
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18th, hoping to find the objective defended only by its designated troops,
which was estimated to be company strength, supported by two tanks,
Since seizing the bridges intact depended upon surprise, secrecy, and

stealth; only the foot elements of the battalion were moved into the assem-

51y area. The remainder of the battalion (vehicles) and attached unit’s

vehicles were to remain in the rear assembly area (Aringay) and arrive in v
vicinity of the crossing site on a time schedule.

The march from the assembly area to the attack position had to be made.

in single file across rice paddies (very uneven ground, difficult marching

even in daylight.) -The plan called for Company A; Battalion headéuarters
(command‘groﬁp), heavy weapons company, engineér piatoon; Company C,
Battalion headquartérs company (-), and Company B in»that order., Upon
arrival in the attack position the heavy weapons wefe placeéd in position to
suppoft the crbssing and assaul£ of the town.

The crossing was to be made at two different points about 300 yards
apart. The plan was for Company A to cross at point AW and take up’posi-
tions to cover the crossing of the assault compénies,uahd protect the left
flank and rear of the assault echelon during the assault of the battalion
objective.  Company C, the left assault company, was to cross at ﬁoiﬁt nAM
fifteen minutes after company A had cleared the-near (south) bank, Company B,
the right assault company, followed by battalion headquarters command group
was to cross at point "BY simulténeously with Compahy C. Both assault
companies were éo take up positions, then assault their respective objectives

on signal. The engineer platoon was to infiltrate across bridge No, 1
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(after ascertaining there were no trip wires to set off the demolition) and
move along the west side of the road embankment to the south end of bridge
No. 2. They were to place a section of machine guns in poSition to cover
the far side of the river an@ su;pected enemy positions along the far bank
protecting the bridge. A team of three men for each bridge were to disarm
and remove the demblitién. The movement of the engineer platoon was to
start thirtj minutes after the two assault companies started to cross the
south fork of the river, allbwing thirtyimiﬁutes for the enginéers to get
in pdéition. This woul& give the assault companies one hour to cross the
river and get into position to launch the assault. Thisbwas basea on the
assumption that the rifle companies would gain the far bank undetected.

(See Figure 1.)

The reconnaissance platoon (wibh\MS scout cars) was to preéede the

motor column by five minutes from the present assembly area (Aringay) to
the new assembly area; thereaféer to protect the rear and right flank of
the ba@talion by keeping the road from Caba to the Bauang River open. Also,
to bevﬁrepared to crosé the bridges on order, and with one section of light
tanks reconnoiter highway No. 9 as far east as Naguilian., (See Figure 2,)
The light tank platoon'was to arrive at the river at H 4 100, be
prepared to cross the bridges on order; and go into positioné initially to
blqck the highway to the north‘(under the supervision of the reserve company
commander). . (See Figure 2.)
The 1st cannon platoon (with 105 mm howitzer S/P) was to arrive at the
river at H + 90, go into firing poéitions to support the aésault of Company B

.
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by~firing direct firg on §§fge§s‘of ppportupity? and to‘neutralize sgvgyalA
caves on that cpmpapy’s final objectiye{ with‘opehings_faqipg tﬁé_riv?r._l‘
Also, to be prgpared'tq_cross the bridges'pn‘o:der; and ?ith a rifle platoon.
from the reserve campany, clear the coast$1 highway north as far as Paringoo.
. (See'Figure 2,)’ | | ] ‘ o - |
<?he caﬁnon_cgmpany (f>(witb(105 mu howitzer S/F) wa$ to support the
attack by indigepﬁ ?irg{'under SHpervisioglpf the direct support'artéllery
batpalion §0mmander.:-Thi$“gave the infantry battalion and equivalent of '
four batteries §f artillery in direct'supportf The battalion of artillery
plus cannon cqmpapy.(b}'was tg move inpo posipion undgr concealment of
darkness and be ready to support the attack by H hour, (Seg Figure é.)
Communication Qg‘theﬂnearisidé of the,river‘wou1d not ‘present any’v
problem,_excgpi that.commgnicatigns'wiph ?egimsnt_would'not’be@eSiéb&iShed
ﬁntiliafterAthe assaultiwas launched?_bggau§e.of tﬁe necessity'of ré@ip N
silen@e and @he'inadvisgbility_pf attegpting tqllay wirg across country at
nigh;; Prior to the assault the use'pf.mgséengers would be the only meabs
used. _The}sighals to ;agnch thevassault weres
'1. VPyrotechnic (green star’clugter)? tofbg'fired by the engineer
platoop leader té signiﬁy‘that the demolitions had been disarmed.
2. Enemy_firg on ﬁhe engineers while disérmigg or_remoy@ng-the degpli—
tions. These signals were also used to bring fires of the battaiion heavy
weapons to bear on their ass;gnéd‘target areas. (The target areas and initidl

firing data for both the mortars and heavy_machiné guns were determined

by a2 study of & map and an aerial photograph. ‘The maps and aerial photograph
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‘were very cleér -and accurate )
The tlme of attack presented the greatest problem for the battallon
commander. The success of the operation depended upon tWO factors'
1. The degree of success of the englneers in accompllshlng their
miésion. . : " | .
2. The gbility‘of‘the.rifle companies to gain the far side of the
river anduget into assaalt'positions undetected. A . )
. The battalion S-2 with the assistance of thé'guer?illa-guide and two
Jlocal inhabitants determined that'both forks of the‘river,_though‘abprgxi-
mately bOO»yérds in width, could be forded by thgnévefage height Egn at
walst depth- at- thls season of the year. The disﬁancé to be tréveled and
the nature of the terraln to be traversed by the assault companles made an
attack durlng the ;arly hours of darkness 1mpract1ca1.v The.battallon 1
commander reasongd.tha; if the bridges were to_be selzed intact, it would
be neces§ary“to_aéSault.the pownwpriqufo daylight,» Withudaylight at
approgimaiely OSQQ, it was decided to cro$$ the ling‘of.departure_(ngar‘bggk
of rivér) at 0315. This should put the assault companies in position approxi-
@atgly.thirty minutes prior to daylighﬁ. This should also give-the engineer
platoon time to disarm the demolitions. With these two factors in mind, the
preceding plan was adopted. o
 CONDUCT OF THE OPERATION
_’?he_approach ma;ch was conduétedHWithOut i@pident.and Wa$ qndetected

by the enemy. The guerrilla guide met the battalion at the assembly area

and reported that the enemy had established a warning post approximately 800

RE3
f
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yards south of the riﬁer. It was ﬁﬁen necessary to change the route fo the
attack position to avoid detection by thé ehemy warning post. This was done -
with 1ittle loss of time, and a detail from the'héavy’weapoﬁs company took
care of the enemy group after it was too laﬁe @9 give'any warning.

The rifle companies reached the far bank undetected, movingrbetween'the
enemy positions guarding the north end of the,bridges and_g suspected po;i-
tion approximatelyvl,ooo yards west of the bridges. This latter position
was found to be prepared but uhoccupied. ?he two-asséult companies were in
position by 0430. The heavy.weapons,:havihg been placed in position upon
arrival in the attack position, were ready to deliver their supporting fires

by 0345,

The engineer platoon, having discovered no trip wires on bridge No, 1,

began infiltrating across at the prescribed time. They succeeded in getting
the section of méchine guns in positignvtq cover disarming and_removal'of ‘.
the demolitions. The demolitions had been disarmed,'and‘the three-man team
was in the process of removing one of the aerial bombs when the enemy sud-
denly decided something was amiss and began spraying the bridges with maghine
gun fire from positions in the near edge of town. This was the signal every-
body had hopéd would not be given, but had ekpected. “The'gxgct locations of
the enemy weapons covering the bridges were easily-picked up. ‘They were
momentarily silenced by our héavy machine guns locatedvon_the south bank of
the rivér? firing at a range of approximately 1?200 yards. .This firé wasvnot
 very effective, and the enemy opened fire again. Howéver, by thié time the

8l mm mortars from positions near the south bank were able to neutralize
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those particular positions which allowed the éngineers to withdraw across

the river.

‘The assault ﬁas launched upon- signal and the -assaulting companies '
overran the surprised and disorganized enemy; and shortly after dawn, the
town and. two bridges (intact) were in our hands. While the enemy was still
demoraliied, thé‘attack continued agaihét the high ground commanding the
town. The ijective of the right company was honey-combed with caves,
giving the enemy maximum protection and excellent fields}of matually support-
ing fire. It was neéessary ﬁo seal up each cave entrance. With direct
105 mm cannon fire from the right flank, and‘assistance by fire from the left
qémpaﬁy‘(which had gained its objective with little resistahbe), the assault
teams (a flame thrower team, demoiition team, automatic rifle téam, and
sevéral riflemen) weré able to work their way up to each cave entrénée and
completely destroy the occupants. This was a very slow process, and it was
not until 1000 that this objective was secured.

The reconnaissance platoon; assigned the mission of reconnoitering
the road east as far as Naguilién, was augmented by a platoon éf infantry,
one séctibn of light tanks, ahd an artillery forward observer. The cannon
and infantry platoon, assigned the mission of élearing the coastal highway
leading to. the north, was not changed.b’Thesé two groups pushed out shortly'
after 1000 on the 18th and, encountering small isolated groups of enemy,
completed their missipns by nightfall. " |

The entire operation went according to plan. The night approach march

" was quiet, orderly, and well regulated; and in spite of a long cross-country

-11 -




vmove by a reinforced battalion in single file, and the accompanying maneuver

which included crossing a stream approximately 40O yards wide to secure the
two bridges, the enemy was surpriséd. The extent ‘of the success of this

night operation is reflected in the casualty totals for the battle. Enemy

casualties were 284 kilied, one captured. Our casualties were three killed,

three WOundedc

CONéLUSIONS
1. A well—planned night operation is less costly in lives, equipment,’
gupplies, and time than are similar daylight operations,
2.. Terrain is one of the most important facters affecting the QQccess
of night operationsi
3. Valuable information of enemy strength, dispositions, and habits
can be obtained by thevempléymsnt of night reconnaissance parties,

L. Friendly activity, both day and night, must be carefully planned

~and stricﬁly.controlled to avoid tipping your hand to the enemy.

5. Thorough reconnaissance, detailed planning, and thorougﬁfbriefing
of all leaders are essential. Reconnaissance will often be limited to a .-
study of the map or an aerial photograph, or to allong-fange visual recon-
naissgnée from an observation post, The value of an aerial reconnaissance

by as many of the subordinate leaders as possible, must not be overlooked,

6. Training doctrine, as presently taught, is sound; and field manuals

"and other training materisl on night operations adequately cover the subject.

T prper control and coordination of plans down to pletoon level, is

vital,
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8. The plan for the defense of the oﬁjective, to include patrolling
forward of the objective after cépture, mast be worked out in detail before
the attack. The who, whét, where, when, and how cannot be ignored. Defen-
sive fires must be planned to box in the objective in the event of a counter-
attack, |

| 9; ‘ﬁaneuvers should be avoided if possible; however, with detailed
planning, thorough briefing, and a dependable'commuhicaﬁionAsystem; plus
strong leaders and a few resolute and»determined men in the lead, the usual
 fire and maneuver can be successfully employed.

10, Orders must be simple, concise, and absolutely clear. A1l leaders
must know the objective, direction of attack, formation, exact mission,
signal'for assault, action in case the enemy is not surprised, location of .
rallying points, action upon carrying the position, and means of identify-

ing friendly troops.

11, A1l troops should be thoroughly trained in all-aspects of haght

combat. In the future, we may expect night operations to be as commonplace
as day operations. Therefo:e, in order to be able to successfully employ
the technique of nigﬁt combat, we must émphasize night operations in. out
future training programs. It is desirable thai,‘in any future conflict, we
have units as thorcughly trained in night combat as in combat_by day. To
accomplish this, troops must train many houfs under blackout conditions and
must participate in all possible combinations of combined arms in night oper-
ationé. Ténks, infantry, artillery, and engineers mnsifbrain together, each

with a desire to develop maximum means of efficient cooperation and coordina-
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tion in night operations. "Every man in combat, whether he be a combat
soldier in the front lines or a member of a service unit in the rear areas,

must be trained and mentally prepared for night operations." 6 "Everyone

must be impressed with the fact that, first of all, he is a soldier” 7 and as

‘such, he must have the necessary training and intestinal fortitude to pick

up a weapon of destruction and close with the enemy and capture or destroy

‘him,

12, Finally, as in most.sucéessful operations, simplicity is the key;

note,

-

6. USAFFE Board Report No. 230 B, 9 June ‘45,
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NIGHT OPERATIONS

Night operations have been employed by military leaders for centuries,
but they have never been used as frcqu@tly ae daylight operations. In the
past, maximum use of concealment of darkness have been made to shift
reserves, relieve units in contact, and for general reorganisation. However,
thé advantages of night operations over the same operations conducted during
daylight have not been fully utilised,

Detailed planning, daring, and the unorthodax are the keynotes of a
* successful night operation, These were exemplified by General Washington
at Trenton on the night of 24=~25 December 1776% f

"General Washington, with 2,400 men, crossed the Delaware at
night to deliver a surprise attack on the roistering Germans under
commandiof Colonel Rahl occupying Trenton. The croesing and sub-
sequent attack was successful in that 4O enemy were killed, roughly
1,000 prisoners taken, and the American loss was two killed and
three wounded, This was a master stroke, and like most great mili-
tary coups, it was economical of lives and material.” ’

Also by Napoleon at Wagram in 18091

"Under the cover of 150 heavy guns, Napoleon forced a crossing of
the Danube during darkness. At nine in the evening of July 4, 1809,
the artillery opened on Aspern and Ersling, and 2,500 grenadiers landed
opposite Ensersdorf and stormed that village. A tempest was raging.
The bridges wers laidj and by nine in the morning, three corps were in
1ine on a 6,000«~yard front facing northeast. The Austrian Army was
hastily formed on a new front. Napoleon's second crossing of the
Danube challenges comparison with all passages of rivers in the face of
a powerful enemy."

'l'hkekla’ck of detailed planning and information of the enemy's organi- |
gation and dispositions will invariably result in failure, An excellent

exarple of this is the attask made by General Longstreet on General Hooker

. Shaw and Vistal, 175 Batties, p. Ok -
2, Ibid, p. 137.



at auhatchie, Tennessee during the Civil Wart

~ "On the night of the 28-29 October 1863, Longstreet made a night.
attack on Hooker at Wauhatchie which was easily repulsed. The Federals
were assisted by their mules which took fright and stampeded toward
the enemy, who in their turn broke and fled, imagining that a cavalry
charge was upon them, By 4 AJM, on the 29th the battle was over, and
the fCracker Line! was never again disturbed." 3
Prior to the birth of the infantry-tank team, the use of stealth In
night operations, especially in the night attack, was stressed. ‘ith the
addition of speed, fire power, armor protection, and shock action of the
tank, stealth gave way to aggressiveness. This loss of secrecy justifies
firing an artillery preparation prior to the attack at night. Sinos the use
of tanks to support infantry in a night operation is somewhat dependent upon
the nature of the terrain to be traversed, the use of stealth must still be
depended upon in certain situations. A great majority of night operations
conducted by units in the Pacific Theatre were characteri:od by secrecy and
stealth., This was particularly true prior to the Philippines Campalgn.
‘"Operations in the Philippines have presented a more normal picture
as conceived by training doctrine, resulting in a marked increase in
our employment of troops at night. This transition to offensive night
activity can be attributed to the following factorst

1, Open terrain, not densely wooded, affording a relatively good
road net and our first opportunity for long range cobservation.

. 2, Dry weather, which has greatly enhanced mobility of troops
~ and vehicles.

3, Existence of better maps and improved aerial photography, due
mainly to the lack of heavy jungle growth,

L. Availability of execellent suerrilla guides,
‘5. Confidence and combat experience of our troops,

3. J. F. C, Fuller, Decisive Battles of the U,5.A., p. 276=277.
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- 6, Occasional inadequate preparation by the enemy for defense
against night attack. (Inaccurate and uncoordinated fire, loss of
control, poor communications and insufficient security).®

It is my Welief that the following statement made by a platoon sergeant

during the Phillppines Campaign reflected the thoughts of the majority of

combat troops who participated in the island~hopping c_ampaign of the South=-

weat Pacific Areat

- "The 33rd Infantry Division had Baguio as its final objective,"”
said a platoon sergeant from the 123rd Infantry Regiment, "Late in
Pebruary 1945, we captured a Japanese document which stated that
American troops were daylight fighters, and that we invariably stopped
our tactical activities and dug~in each night before darkness. In
some ways this was true, for we always did have a reluctance for night
movemsnt in the jungle, but the Japanese didn't figure that the main
reason we sat tight was besause we could catech more of them that way.
Up here in Luzon the terrain and situation were different. All we
needed was a good set-up." 5

An excellent example of how an infantry battalion (reinforced) made use

of the "set-up" was demonstrated by a battalion of the 130th Intantry_RagQ-
" iment,.during the night of 18-19 March, 1945. During the night the lst
Battalion, 130th Infantry Regiment (reipforced) , was motorigzed and moved

under concealment of darkness nine mlles to capture the town of Bauang and

the tactically important Bauang bridges to the south,
ed of a motor march to within 4,000 yards of the objective, a lightly defended

river crossing, and an attack of an enery-held town and the high ground to

the northeast and east overlooking the town and bridges. The two 500-foot

The operation consist-

b,

5.

ﬁaciﬁc ‘Jarfare Bogrdﬁporb , PNight Operations Against the Japanese’,
#D=69, 21 Sept. ‘45, | |
Sixth Army, Combat Notes (Restricted), "™Night Objective", Vol. 10,
Fina) Edition, p. 60.




steel and concrete bridges were found prepared for demolition with pierie
acid and explosive similar to composition "C", Two X0-pound aerial bombs
were also found wired to the north bridge.

Muring tho period when the Sixth Army was attacking south, east, and
north out of the Central Luzon Plain, I Corps had as part of its mission the
capture of the Cagayen Valley und the approaches thereto, The 33rd Infantry
Division with its left on the Lingayen Culf coast, and its rigcht on the Agno
River, had as its mission the capture of Baguio.

Intelligence reports stated that the enemy was evacuating San Fernando
(north), moving south alons the coastal highway to Bauang, then east to
Barulo, The lat Dattalion, 130th Infantry Regiment (then at Arinpay) was
ordered to eapture Dauang, seizo the two bridges to the south (intact), and .
the high ground to the northeast =nd east overlooking the towng therehy
. blocking the only escape route then open to the enemy for his evacuaﬁion of
San Fernando and vicinity,

The battalion commander was glven ample time in which to plan the oper-
ation, OSupporting units were immediately made available. These weres

Cannon Company, 130th Infantry Regiment

One platoon, 33rd Infantry Division, Reconnaissance Troop

One platoon, Company A, 775th Tank Battalion (attached)

1st platoon, Company C, 108th Engineer Battalion (combat)(attached),

RECONNAISSNCE

The battalion comander ordered a reconnaissance party consisting of
the battalion S-2 and a puerrilla guide to reconnoiter the battalion assembly
area and the crossing site (selected from an aerial photograph), to locate
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enery positioné guarding the bridges, locate any sécurity elements the 'enenv
may have south of the river, and determine, if possible, the time of ebb-tide
(seizing the bridges intact necessitated having elements of the battalion
cross the river by fording in order to resch assanlting positions), since
this time would be an important factor in determining the time of attack.

To accomplish this, it was neccessary for the reconnaissance party to remain
in thé vicinity of the bridge on the south side of the river for two nights
and one day. During this time they were forced to move frequently to avoid
being discovered by enemy patrols., ilso, it was discovered that during the
first night there was very little activity in the taﬁn, but during the second
night there was considerable activityAin the town; and bet.we_eﬁ 24,00 hours and
0400 hours an estimated 300-400 troops entered the town from the north, This

corroborated information received from a local inhabitant who stated that

every other night there were "many soldiers in £own." Further ground recon-
naissance was forbidden. However, an aerial reconnaissance was made by the
battalion commander, heavy weapons company commander, and the three rifle
company commanders, The aerial reconnaissance proved to be very helpful,
especially for t:he rifle company commanders, who were assigned sectors of
the town to clear, and portions of the high ground besyond the town, as their
objectives. |
| PLAN OF ATTACK

Upon completion of the reconnaissance it was found that very few changes
of the tentative plan (made from a map and aerial photograph study) were neccs-
sary. The most important change was to set up the daté from the 19th to the
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18th, hoping to find the objective defended only by ite designated troops,
which was e-t:;lma‘t;ed to be company strength, supported by two ‘*bﬂﬂké.;

Since seising the bridges intact depended upon mm, secrecy, and
ihalbh; only the foot elements nf the battalion were moved into the assem-
bly area. The remainder »ofbt.he battalion (mhicloa) and attached unit's

vehicles were to remain in the rear essenbly area (Aringay) and arx-ivc in
vieinit.y of the croauing site on a time lchuduh

The march from the assembly area to the attack poaition had to be made
in single file across rice paddies (very uneven ground, difficult marching
even in daylight.) The plan called for Campany A, Battalion hcadquart.m
(command group), heavy weapons compiny, sngineer platoon, Company C,
Battallon headquarters company (-), and Company B in that order. Upon
arrival in the att.aek position the heavy weapons were placed in position to
support the oroesing and assault of the tom, ,

The crossing was to be made at two different points about 300 yards
apart, The plan was for Company A to cross at point "A" and take up posi-
tions to cover the crossing of the aseault compandes, and protect the left
flank and rear of t.h.o assault echelon during the assault of the battslion
objective, ‘ Company C, the left asesault campany, was to cross at point "A"
fifteen minutes after company A had cleared the near (south) bank, Compeny B,
the right asssult company, fallowed by battalion headquarters command grdup
was to oross at point "B" similtansously with Company C, Both assault
companies were to take up positions, then assault their respective pbjectives
on signal. The engineer platoon was to infiltrate across bridge No, 1

-




(aftcr ascertaining there were no trip wires to set off the demolition) and

riove along the west side of the road embankment to the south end of bridge
No. 2. They were to place a section of machine guns in position to cover
the far side of the river and suspected enemy positions alonr the far bank
protecting the bridge. A team of three men for each bridge were to disarm
and remove the demolition, The movement of the engineer platoon was to
atart thirty minutes after the two assault companies started to cross the
south fork of the river, allowing thirty minutes for the engineers to get
in rosition. This would give the assault companies one hour to cross the
river and get into position to launch the assault., This was based on the
assumption that the rifle companies would gain the far bank undetected,
(See Pigure 1.)

The reconnaissance platoon (with M8 scout ¢ars) was to precede the
motor column by five minutes from the present assembly area (Aringay) to
the new assembly areas thereafter to proteet the rear and right flank of
the battallon by keeping the road from Caba to }the Bauang River open. Also,
to be prepared to cross the bridges on order, and with one section of light
tanks reconnoiter highway No, 9 as far east as Naguilian., (See Figure 2,)

The light tank platoon was to arrive at the river at H 4 100, be
prepared to cross the bridges on order, and go into positions initially to
bloek the highway to the north (under the supervision of the reserve company
commander), (See Figure 2,)

The 1st cannon platoon (with 105 mm howitser S/P) was to arrive at the

river at H 4 90, go into firing positions to support the assault of Company B
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by firing direct fire on tirgets of opportunity, and to neutrallze several

oaves on that company's final objective, with openings facing the river,
ilmo, to be prepsred to cross the bridges on order and with a rifle platoon
fraom the reserve campany, clear the coastal highway north as far as Paringoo.
(See Fipure 2.) |

The cannon company (=)(with 105 mm howitzer S/P) was to support the
attack by indirect fire, under supervision of the direct support artillery
battalion commnder. This gave the infuntry battalion and equivalent of
| four batteries of artillery in direct support. The battalion of artillery
plus cannon company (=) was to move into position under concealment of
darkness and be ready to suppart the attack by H hour., (See Figure 2.)

Communieation on f.he near side of the river would not present any
problem, except that cammuniestions with regiment would not be established
until after the assault was launched, because of the necessity of radio
ailence and the inadvisability of attemptinp to lay wire ucross country at
night. Prior to the assault the use of messengers would be the only means
used, The signals to launch the assault weret

1, Pyrotechnic (green st;ar cluster), to be fired by the engineer
plitoon leader to signify that the demolitions had been disarmed,

- 2, Enemy fire on the engineers while dinarming or removing the demoli-
tions. These signals were also used to hring fires of the battalion heavy
we:pons to benr on their assigned target areas. (The target areas and initial
firing data for both the mortars and heavy machine guns were determined
by » mtudy of a map and an aerinsl photograph. The maps and aerial photograph
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were very clear and accurate.)

The time of attack presented the greatest problem for the battalion
commander. The success of the operation depended upon two factors:

1. The degree of success of the engineers in accomplishing their
mission. »

2. 'hle ability of the rifle companies to gain the far side of the
river and get into assault positions x_mdetec'ced.

The battélion S=2 with the assiatahce of the guerrilla guide and two
local inhabitants determined that both forks of the river, though approxi-
mately 400 yards in width, could be forded by the average height man at
“waist depth at this season of the year. The distance to be traveled and
the naturé of the terrain to be traversed by the assault companies made an
attack during the early hours of darkness mpractical, The battalion
- commander reasoned that if the bridges were to be seiged intact, it would
be necessary to assault the town prior to daylight. With daylight at
approximately 0500, it was decided to cross the line of departure (near_bank
of river) at 0315. This should put the assault companies in position approxi-
mately thirty minutes prior to daylight. This should also give the engineer
platoon time to disarm the demolitions. With these two factors in mind, the
preceding plan was adopted.

‘ CONDUCT OF THE OPERATION

The approach march was conducted without incident and was undetected

by the enermy. The guerrilla guide met the bat!';alion at the assembly area

and rcportéd that the enemy had established a warning post approximately 800
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yards south of the river. It was then necessary to change the route to the

attack positioh to avoid detection by the enemy warning post. This was done
with little loss of time, and a detail from the heavy weapons company took
care of the enemy group after it was too late to give any \ya-rning.

The rifle campanies reached the far bank undetected, moving between the
enermy positions guarding the north end of the bridges and a suspected posi-
tion approximately 1,000 yérds wast of the bridges, This latter position
was found to be prepared but unoccupied, The two assault companies were in
position by 0430. The heavy weapons, having been placed in position upon
arrival in the attack position, were ready to deliver their supporting fires
by 0345. )

The engineer platoon, having discovered no trip wires on bridge No. 1,
began infiltrating across at the prescribed time, They succeeded in getting
the aectiqn of machine guns in position to cover disarning and removal of
the demolitions. The demolitions had been disarmed, and the three-man feam
was in the process of removing one of the aerial bombs when the enemy sud- '
denly decided something was amiss and began spraying the bridges w:lt_h machine
gun fire from positions in the near edge of town. This was the signal every-
body had hoped would not be given, but had expected. The exact locations of
the enemy weapons covering the bridges were sasily picked up. They were
momentarily silenced by our heavy machine guns located on the south bank of
the river, firing at a range of approximately 1200 yards. This fire was not
very effective, and the enemy opened fire again. However, by this time the

81 mm mortars from positions near the south bank were able to neutralise




those particular positions which allowed the engineers to withdraw across
the river,

The assault wag launched upon signal and the assaulting companies
overran the auszrised and disorganized enenf;; and shortly after dawn, the
town and two bridges (intact) were in our hands., ihile the eneny was still
demoralized, the attack continued against the high ground commanding the
town. The objective of the right company was honey—combed with caves,
giving the enemy maximom protection and excellent fields of rmatually support-
ing fire, It was neceasax;y to seal up each cave entrance, 'ith direct
105 rm cannon fire from the right flank, and assistance by fire from the left
conpany (which had gained its objective with 1little resistance), the assault
teams (a flame thrower team, demolition team, automatic rifle teaw, and |
several riflsmen) were ables to work their way up to cach cave entrance and
coupletely dutroy the occupants, This was a very slow process, and it was
not until m that this objoctive was sacured.

The reconnaimnee platoon, assigned the misai.on of reconnoitering
the road ecast as far as Haguilian, was augmented by a platoon of infantry,
ong section of 1ight f.aulai, and an artillery forward obaervex-. The eannon
and infantry platoon, assigned the mission of clearing the coastal highway
leading to the nr;rt.h, was not changed, These two groups pushed out shortly
after 1000 on the 16th and, encountering small isolated groups of onexy,
corploted thelr missions by nightfalls o

The entire operation went accbfrd‘ing to plan, The night spproach mareh
was quiet, orderly, and well regulated; and in spite of a long croas~country
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move by a reinforced battalion in sin'le file, and the accompanying maneuver
which included crossing a strean anproximately 400 yards wide to secure the
two bridges, thc enery was surprised, The extent of the success of this
night operation is reflected in the casualty totals for the battle. Enemy
casualties were 284 killed, one captured. Our casualties were three killed,

three wounded,
CONCLUSIONS

1. A well-planned night operation is less costly in lives, equipment,
supplies, and time than are similar daylight operations,

2, Terrain is one of the most importanp factoras affecting the success
of night operations.

3, Valuable information of eneuy strength, dispositions, and habits
can be obtained by the employment of night reconnaissance parties.

L4, Friendly aetivity, both day and night, must be carefully planned
and strictly controlled to avold tipping your hand to the enery,

5., Thorough réconnaissance, detailed planning, and thorough briefing
of all leaders are essential., Reconnaissance will often be limited to a
study of the mab or an aerial photograph, or to a long-range visual recon=-
naissance fram an observation post. The value of an aerial reconnaissance
by as many of the subordinate leaders as possible, must not be overlooked.

6. Training doctrine, as presently taught, is sound; and field manuals
and other training material on night operations adequately cover th: subject,

7. Yroper control and coordination of plans down to platoon level, is

vital .



8. The plan for the defense of the objective, to include patrolling
forward of the objective after vcapturc, mﬁat be worked out in detall before
the attack, The who, what, where, when, and how cannot be ignored. Defen-

- slve fires must be planned to box in the objective in the event of a counter-
attack, . . |

9. Mansuvers should be avoided if posaiblej however, with detailed
planning, thorough ‘nrhfing, and a 'dopendable oém.mication system, plus
strong leaders and a faw ruoluﬁ and determined m§n in the lead, the usual
fire and maneuver can be successfully employed. )

10, Orders must be simple, concise, and ibaolutoly clear, All leaders
mist know the objective, direction of attaek, formation, exact mission,
iignal f& assault, acﬁion in case the enemy is not surprised, location of
rallying poiﬁta, action upon carrying the position, and means of identify-
ing friendly troops.

11, All troops should be thoroughly trained in all aspects of night.
combat. In the fature, we may expect night operations to be as commonplace
as day operations. = Therefore, in order to be able to successfully employ
the teshnique of night combat, we must emphasise night operations in out |
future training programs. It is desirable that, in any future conflict, we
have units as thoroughly trained in night combat as in combat by day. To
ascomplish this, troops must train many hours under blackout conditions and
mist participate in all possible combinations of combined arms in night oper=-
atlons. Tanks, infantry, artillery, and engineers must train together, each
with a desire to develop maximum means of efficient cooperation amd cma
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tion in night operaticne, "Every man in combat, whether he be a combat
soldier in the front lines or a menmher of a service unit in the rear areas,
6

 must be trained and mentally prepared for night operations,™ "Everyone
mast be impressed with the faet that, first of all, he is a soldier” 7 and as
such, he must have the necessary training and intestinal fortitude to pick
up a weapon of destruction and close with the enery and capture or destroy

him,

——

—

12, Finally, as in most successful operations, simplicity is the key=-
note PY

6. USAFFE Board Report No. 230 B, 9 June Y5,
7. Ibid.



